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NOCCA IN THE TIME OF COVID
While it was impossible to fully transfer
NOCCA's intensive hands-on learning in
a professionally equipped environment to
online classes at home, faculty and staff
worked to meet every student 's needs.
Here are some of the ways in which
NOCCA and the NOCCA Foundation
continue to respond to the COVID
pandemic and Hurricane Ida.

dear friends of nocca,
Culture and creativity are in every molecule of our beings here in New Orleans and Louisiana. They
are in every taste, smell, sight, sound, and movement.
Creatives across the globe work their magic everyday. And NOCCA is where many get their start.
It's been more than two years since we have published Aspirations, and this issue will cover that time,
with photos and stories from both before and after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. We've also
changed our name from The NOCCA Institute to the NOCCA Foundation. We are delighed to show
off our new logo designed by Visual Arts alumna Rebecca Schwarz.
During this time of pandemics and hurricanes, faculty have given their all to keep teaching our region's
young artists. NOCCA's administration and staff have worked miracles to keep the lights on. And our
dedicated Friends of NOCCA have supported our every effort to maintain educational excellence while
meeting emergency needs. We are so grateful to each of you. Welcome home to NOCCA.

Sally Sushan						
President						

Sally Perry
Executive Director

The NOCCA Foundation champions the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts. We build philanthropic, lasting partnerships. We invest in young artists,
their mentors, alumni, and the community through programs that encourage educational success and cultural innovation.
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From the beginning of the pandemic,

To assist families and students, the NOCCA

NOCCA's administration engaged in constant

Foundation has expanded support including:

communication and innovative outreach:

• mental health clinician care

• via questionnaires to parents about their

• emergency food support

student's learning needs, food security, job
changes, mental health care, and other needs
• by developing an online process for applications
and auditions.

• broadband internet via hotspots for students
learning at home
• assistance paying for college application and
audition fees.

"When the pandemic first started we quickly learned we needed a clear idea of where students were, what spaces they
had to work in, how their home lives may have shifted." Mary Jane Parker, Chair, Visual Arts
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"Learning to navigate adversity is an important part
of the process of becoming an artist or indeed any
career. In spite of the hardship, students are creating
amazing work." Silas Cooper, Director of Arts
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Faculty delivered supplies
to students including:

Faculty pivoted to online
learning by:

• laptop computers and books

• explaining assignments and

• marley and wood floor pieces for
dance and tap
• drawing, painting and sculpture
supplies
• Culinary Arts pantry items and
perishables
• sauce pans, utensils and cutting boards
• software programs
• goggles, beakers, circuit kits and other
science equipment

expectations in greater depth
• learning if students worked best with
daily or weekly assignments
• creating art and science demonstration
videos (that may form the seeds of
statewide distance learning offerings)
• producing "backing tracks" for jazz,
classical, vocal and musical theatre
students to perform with

NOCCA has
accommodated social
distancing and COVID
regulations via:
• tents for outdoor classes in jazz,
vocal, musical theatre and drama
• 6 ft. spaces marked off in dance
and movement studios
• cloth bell covers for horns, clear
masks for actors, and microphones
to hear teachers wearing masks

• bringing groups of students with special
learning or technolgy needs to campus
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EXCERPTS: COLLEGE ESSAYS
FROM THE CLASS OF 2022

IDRIEMEKA
“My name is Idriemeka but everyone calls me Idrie,” I said.
“Well I'm going to call you Idriemeka because people
shouldn’t say what's convenient for them,” he said.

THE NEXT AUGUST 29TH

This stuck with me because I had never before taken as
much pride in my full name. I remember that normal school
day with hot and humid weather where my life changed. I
was a freshman walking to P.E. and there he was – Christian
Scott aTunde Adjuah, a professional trumpet player of Black/
Native American descent. I recognized him instantly and I was
starstruck. He’s one of my biggest idols in the music industry
and he influenced me a great deal. I remember getting
permission to skip class and go watch him rehearse. He invited
me on stage and gave me his horn so I could play Second Line.

Dates hold so much power in our lives. Growing up in
New Orleans, August 29th was a date talked about almost
everyday. It was the day Hurricane Katrina hit my city and
changed every single New Orleanian’s life. I was a little over
21 months old when the disaster struck, so I don’t have
many memories at all, but still, my entire life was defined by
how this storm affected my family and all those around us.
Every year when this date came around, stories resurfaced about
the days leading up to the event and the months of recovery
after. In the first few years, the anniversary brought extreme
sadness. We would talk about the items we lost, the people that
never returned, and the places that never recovered. In true New
Orleans fashion, however, we eventually began to celebrate this
day: thankful we made it through and thankful for the stories
that our evacuation brought us.
On the 10-year anniversary of Katrina, August 29, 2015, another
disaster sent my world tumbling down: my dad passed away
from a rare form of cancer he had been diagnosed with only 3
months prior. This day took on a whole new meaning for me and
my family. The anniversaries of his death in the few years after
brought a sadness unlike anything I had ever felt. I remember
one year in class when I asked the date and my teacher replied
“August 29,” I broke down crying. Just the mention of the date
felt like a punch in the gut.
Today as I am writing this, it is August 29, 2021: the sixth
anniversary of my dad’s passing and the sixteenth anniversary
of Katrina. I woke up this morning in a random city after having
to evacuate for a category 4 hurricane heading straight for my
home. The effects of Hurricane Ida will keep me out of my city
for weeks. Yesterday, when I lay down to go to sleep, I felt a
sense of sameness creeping in, the same feelings that I felt on
the worst of the August 29ths over the years.
However, my first thought when I woke up this morning was
not one of sadness, but one of gratitude. My family is safe,
we are together, it will be OK. For the first time in a long
time, I am looking at this date and seeing the future. The next
time August 29th rolls around, I will be on a college campus,
something I have dreamed of my whole life. I have so much
to learn and so much
potential for growth.
This date will forever
have a hold on me,
but from our suffering
comes growth, and I am
ready for whatever the
next August 29th throws
my way.
Christian, Musical
Theatre IV & Jesuit

INTERNAL REWARDS
As a member of the BElite collective of teenage and young
adult creators working on mural projects with Brandan
"BMike" Odums, an artist and mentor to me, we hear
Freedom Rider Jerome Smith fussing with BMike about how
he wants youth to know the Treme Center's history.
Titled the "The Spirits of Treme", the mural displays how people
would congregate, dance and trade. A film crew from ABC
television came to film us talking about our design, the meaning
behind it, and the impact of Juneteenth. We had to answer
on the fly but it was a pretty neat experience. The project was
well-received by the community, but there was still a lack of
satisfaction within me. It was hard to put my finger on why.
My mom picked me up from the studio after a meeting
on a new mural. I and other BElite members were asked
to create a painting to celebrate children going into Pre-K
for Headstart. When discussing ideas, I immediately
thought of children coloring. My partner pitched the idea
of superheroes so we merged the ideas. When I sketched
a little girl into my initial concept, my partner remarked
“Oh, that’s adorableee!” and I was like, “I know, right!” I
remember at that moment feeling giddy. I was excited that
I made someone feel something when they saw my work.
My mom handed her phone to me and showed me a bus that
had my art wrapped around it. It was from a previous project
I worked with BMike on where I was asked to paint Freedom
Riders. "Wow," I said in a nonchalant tone. "Don't get too
excited," my mom said at my lack of response. "I'm very proud
of you, babe!"
Later that night while working on the children’s project I
realized that I was prouder of working on this piece than
having the glory of my work featured on a city transit bus. I
enjoyed having an idea that I was passionate about and seeing
it come to fruition. There can be too much emphasis placed
on external rewards rather than internal ones. It’s the internal
rewards that fulfill me and motivate me to move forward.
Camron, Level II, Visual Arts & Rooted School

Before I met Christian, I was musically stuck in the past
because of the doubt I allowed my mind to rest in. I was
the only female brass player in many instances surrounded
by men and learning from them. In the back of my mind,
I always questioned if I could be like Louis, Lee, Christian,
Miles, Troy. Christian reassured me that I was good enough,
but to never become comfortable because there is always
room for improvement. He was a successful musician
representing his culture while creating a new form of music
for the world. I didn’t know it yet, but that was what I
aspired to be. I want to become one of the greats, create
my form of music, write film scores and have my music
broadcast to the world. But what I want more than anything
is to become a mentor for women brass performers in jazz.
My main goal as a black female trumpet player is to
make it known that women can be powerhouses on
brass instruments. There are plenty of female singers and
woodwind instrumentalists but when it comes to brass
instruments, we lack representation. I used to play music
because it was fun and it sounded good. I now play music
for the women who don’t have the means to. That day I
met Christian, I made a powerful ally, friend, and mentor.
He gave me the tools to achieve my goals. Since that day,
I doubted myself less, worked harder, and solidified who
I wanted to be and why. The world is filled with different
types of musicians playing all sorts of music/instruments.
My mission is to have those people playing my music,
advocating for minorities, and inspiring each other around
the world. My mission is to be Idriemeka, one of the many
women who led the charge.
Idriemeka, Level IV Jazz & NOCCA Academic Studio

STRONG FOOD CULTURES,
NEW FLAVORS
I am a second-generation immigrant raised in Louisiana. My
mother’s family is from El Salvador. Growing up my family
experience centered around the kitchen. Since we did not
have a lot of money, we cooked at home frequently. I fell in
love with cooking and with making new flavor combinations
out of what we had. I especially loved cooking with my
grandma Rosalinda.
We would experiment with a variety of flavors, but that had its
ups and downs. I remember we bought a case of tofu that was
on sale. I decided I was going to go crazy with the seasonings
because tofu has a very neutral flavor. It was so “flavorful” we
looked at each other and then spit it out. We still laugh about
it today, but it was an amazing experience because it taught
me that there are no rules to cooking. My grandmother, unlike
me at the time, knew how to break the rules “in style.” She
would often create amazing dishes out of simple ingredients
or what she was able to afford that day. I enjoyed cooking with
her because we would pay homage to traditional dishes and
create elaborate new ones.
While my mom’s side of the family is from El Salvador, my
dad’s side is from Louisiana. While growing up in two cultures I
experienced crazy holidays. Thanksgiving was a culture fusion.
My dad’s side would bring red beans and rice, fried okra, fried
shrimp, gumbo, and jambalaya. My mom’s side would bring
black beans and rice, fried plantains, pupusas, carne asada,
and tamales. My family made delicious food, but the best part
was combining them to find new flavors. I appreciate my roots
because they have such strong food cultures.
This ignited my desire to not only fuse my cultures, but
to experiment with others as well. I spent a lot of time at
NOCCA learning about different food cultures and their
origins, but one thing that struck me is how cultures are
similar. It is fascinating to see how different cultures take
the same ingredients and make such interesting variations.
I enjoy finding similarities in dishes because it feels like I'm
uncovering the origin to creativity a little bit each time.
Oscar, Level IV Culinary Arts & NOCCA Academic Studio
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IN LOVING MEMORY
DR. BERT BRAUD
and
ELLIS MARSALIS JR.

By HARRY CONNICK JR 1984
I’ve had many teachers over the years, but none possessed the special and unique qualities
that Ellis had. Because of my history with him (I met him when I was about eight years old),
he was much more than a teacher to me — he was a mentor, a friend and a father figure. As
an educator, he valued the discovery process, that is, he allowed me to figure things out on
my own - he actually insisted on it. He could have spoon fed me with information, but Ellis
knew the value of self-discovery and was a sure-handed guide throughout my teenage years
keeping me firmly on the course to success.
Without Ellis, entire generations of musicians would have charted a much different course.
We would have been a group of passionate, creative youngsters with little to no idea about
craft, technique or history. Sure, most of us would have ended up professional musicians,
but I’m sure our credibility, self-esteem and accomplishments would have been greatly
diminished.

By TERENCE BLANCHARD, 1980
Dr. Breaux was that person who always saw things in you that
you didn’t see in yourself. He would challenge you to live up to
the standards he knew you could attain.

In 1974, NOCCA founder Shirley Trusty Corey hired Dr. Bert Braud as the Center's inaugural
teacher in classical music and theory. The following year she hired Mr. Ellis Marsalis. The
team would go on to design and lead one of the country's legendary music programs at
the high school or any level. "Each was so unique, so extremely talented," said Mrs. Corey.
"They were both deep thinkers and innovators and developed such a great bond."
Ellis died on April 1, 2020 of complications from COVID. Bert passed away a few months
later on October 23. It is with love and gratitude that we remember their special place in
NOCCA's history with thoughts from their NOCCA students.

By LOLIS ERIC ELIE, 1981

By CHRIS SEVERIN, 1976

Ellis Marsalis taught like a jazz musician. Make no mistake. He was a well-rounded teacher.
He taught us sight singing, for example, in addition to his jazz classes. But after a year of study
with Ellis, I felt that I could go on a band stand and not embarrass myself. You can't improve
your playing overnight. But you can certainly know how to count off a tune, play it in the right
key, solo only when it's your turn and don't play too long.

Dr. Braud had so much to
offer us. We didn't have time to
receive all he had to give. He
was patient with us, especially
as Jazz students, and he made
sure we understood the
material he was presenting.

You never knew what to expect in Ellis' class. One day he had one of us play Charlie Parker's
"Confirmation" on the record player so that he could transcribe it at the blackboard. We had
the Fake Book, of course. But that often erroneous collection of melodies and chord changes
for jazz standards was wrong about what Charlie Parker actually played on his recording of the
song. Ellis transcribed that fast, complicated melody like it was a slow ballad.
Another day, he had a gig with Fred Lonzo on trombone, Carl LeBlanc on guitar and Bill
Huntington on bass. He drove us to the hotel where the gig was to hear the rehearsal. This is
unconventional teaching. But we were unconventional students. He understood this.
Part and parcel of this imparting of the way of the jazz bandstand was Ellis' imparting of the
jazz community values. He treated us like his sons. (He had no daughters in life and few in the
classroom.) He sprinkled his musical lessons with life advice and life observations.

I learned so much from Ellis
because I was in his band. He
gave me the opportunity to play
with so many great musicians.
He was preparing us for the
real jazz world so he pushed
us a littler harder. As I teach
at NOCCA today, so much of
what we do comes from their
influence.

Ellis Marsalis had the patience to let us make many mistakes
until we could figure things out. He would play chord
progressions for us all day if need be and would let us learn
how to hear what we were doing wrong.
Both men had a commitment to teaching that was rare. Simply
said, “they cared."

By HARRY CONNICK JR
Dr. Bert Braud was one of my most powerful musical influences.
His infinite knowledge of music theory - jazz and classical - was
second only to his desire to teach. He was a task master who
held me and all of my contemporaries to the highest standards.
Nothing below the level of excellence was accepted. At the
time, I didn’t understand his methods — strict disciplinarian,
always brutally honest, perpetual intensity. But as I became
more immersed in the professional world of music, my sense
of confidence and preparation can be credited to the brilliant
and profoundly impactful Dr. Bert Braud.

By LOLIS ERIC ELIE
A good teacher must set a high standard for a student to aspire to,
but also provide encouragement even when the student doesn't
quite achieve that lofty target. Dr. Braud did those things with
grace and with humor. His encyclopedic knowledge of music
— from show tunes to symphonies to operas — acquainted us
with the vast world of western music. It also let us know that
it was possible for a human being to learn all that music and
put it to use in one's own compositions and performances. And
those polyester outfits! Who could forget those?

By MICHAEL PELLERA, CHAIR, JAZZ at NOCCA
When I first moved to New Orleans in 1977, Ellis was our piano
ideal to aspire to and I sought him out as a private teacher.
Although Jazz pedagogy wasn’t as codified as it is now, Ellis always
had a handful of gems that I find myself quoting with my students
to this day. When he asked me (at 22 years old) how many standard
songs I knew, I proudly replied at least 75-100. Then he asked,
“how many songs do you know the exact published melody?”
My repertoire suddenly was reduced to zero. I began learning the
original melodies and I always stress to my students to learn the
correct melodies before you embellish them.
Like Alvin Batiste, Ellis Marsalis was one of the first AfricanAmerican musicians teaching Jazz, which had essentially been
an oral tradition, in schools and universities. They were met with
a lot of resistance from the classical and administrative staffs in
the various institutions where they taught. It was because of their
dedication and perseverance that an amazing conservatory like
NOCCA could be created nearly 50 years ago and respect should
be given.
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FIRE SHUT UP IN MY BONES
On September 24, 2021, the
New York Metropolitan Opera
reopened after COVID, presenting
its first opera in its 138-year
history that was composed by
a Black artist. Fire Shut Up in
My Bones is alumnus Terence
Blanchard's second opera, joining
an astounding body of work that
spans from jazz to scores for over
40 films. The opera is based on
the memoir of Louisiana native and
columnist Charles M. Blow with
libretto by Kasi Lemmons. NOCCA
alumna Jordan Blanchard, shares
her father's work, artistry and
exigency of this historic moment.

Photo courtesy of Metropolitan Opera.

“If I say, 'I will not remember him
Or speak anymore in his name,'
Then in my heart it becomes like a burning fire
Shut up in my bones;
And I am weary of holding it in,
And I cannot endure it.”
Jeremiah 20:9
With any discipline of art and those who master it,
not enough can be said about the ways in which
artists are constantly training. Artists like my dad
have this pure ability to not be overwhelmed by
music but wield it to say what is urgent.
In the 138 years of the Metropolitan Opera, there
has never been something quite like Fire Shut Up in
my Bones. Its majesty is in being an unadulterated
display of Black American culture, primarily to be
enjoyed by Black folks, but not geared to exclude
the eyes or ears of a broader audience. A lot of
Charles Blow’s story is about what’s too heavy to
say aloud but too painful to simply live with and
how to navigate that. His story toes the line of
urgency. However there is much nuance in the Black
American experience and this isn’t always easy to
translate to non-Black folks so we have to utilize
our craft as artists, like with this opera, to help
repackage the story without diluting what is intrinsic
to ourselves. We must invite the audience to witness
our most vulnerable moments. It’s a brave thing to

let go of decades of coping in order to just breathe as
ourselves. Even in the moments between arias when
the weight of the story conjures the quietest of tears.
The audience must meet the performers in the middle
of this and under it all is the context of what got us
here. That you can’t gloss over what it means to hear
the music of your people in that theater after 138
years.
There’s a necessity to progress in the way we as
Black folks can be unapologetically ourselves. Not
just behind closed doors, or in our churches, or in
our clubs, or in our community centers, and then
some. We have to be able to not shy away in Whitedominated spaces. This is not to say either that this
opera was a complete solution to over a centennial
of bleaching; the work must continue. And it is also
worthy of noting that the assumption that cities like
New York are exempt from that shameful history is
why 138 years rings so loud. Our history has a way of
shaping our sound. All these years the Met has gone
without it.

Photo courtesy of Metropolitan Opera.

Growing up with parents invested in telling
Black stories, especially those about the South
is personally beyond inspiring. The glory that is
the South that is Louisiana that is New Orleans
rings out in ways we can not control. There’s
something we all have to get out as artists from
Hip-Hop to opera to poetry and beyond. André
3000 was absolutely correct in saying that the South
has something to say. We are not monolithic as
Southerners, as Black folks, as any type of people.
Therefore we require multiple displays of what our
us is and what it has to say to the world.
For Charles Blow it was all that he had been
carrying since age 7. I think my father was drawn
to expanding on Charles’ story because of how
universal it is in that anyone can bear witness to his
life while also being a very acute display of culture.
It’s nowhere near lost on my father to understand
the importance of seeing people who look like you
on stage. For many other Black folks as well, the
opera talks about things that they might have never
known. Being a fellow Louisiana native, this opera
also gave him an opportunity to showcase the types
of stories once secluded to our communities but
that need to be heard everywhere. Charles Blow is
specifically from rural origins, but importantly from
a town steeped in troublesome pasts that have had
a way in shaping everyone who passes through it,
even its most graceful of natives.

This opera has us grappling with just how much
Charles can carry, but it also comes with the
responsibility of all those who should’ve been
given a chance before my father: Scott Joplin,
William Grant Still, Joseph Bologne, and then
some. In fact the list of all the Black folks who have
influenced my father goes on and on while tragically
lacking universal recognition unlike their White
counterparts. This he can never not stress enough –
that his premiere status is also a somber one.
But all is not grim in his eyes. A natural educator,
he looks to pass on simple lessons to those eager
to create: study your craft, speak your truth, and
always always remain curious. “That’s it” he often
follows up. There’s no need to overcomplicate the
fundamentals of being an artist. He often speaks
of how in order to transform the shape of music
for the future you have to try. That’s part of why
he always stresses curiosity. There’s so much
experimentation with forms going on, but when
you find your groove it’s truly something to hone
in on. If you are hungry to make art, do so with
fervor, do so with gusto, do so with a fire inside
you.
by Jordan Blanchard
Creative Writing &
NOCCA Academic Studio, 2017
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In Conversation with:

ALUMNI PATHS

Lee and Jim Meehan
REBECCA NUSS

If you attended NOCCA, please share your contact info with
the new Alumni Network. Just go to IamNOCCA.com.

(Vocal Music, 2015)
Rebecca Nuss is pursuing her
medical degree at LSU. "My
NOCCA education definitely
impacts the way I approach
medicine because the first
step to holistic care for a
patient is creativity. Many
of my colleagues and I love
to find ways to incorporate
music into medicine. I find
that my nonverbal and pediatric patients respond very
well to music, so sometimes I just sing to them."

FR. AJANI GIBSON

(Vocal Music, 2011)
Fr. Ajani Gibson was ordained
in June 2021 after graduating
from Notre Dame Seminary.
Fr. Gibson currently serves
as Parochial Vicar at Saint
Peter Claver Church in New
Orleans. In reflecting on how his
learnings at NOCCA continue
to impact his life, Fr. Gibson
shared his “NOCCA education
has allowed me to highlight the
power of beautiful and diverse
musical expressions. It has helped me better understand the
uniqueness of all people who are placed in my path.”

OF NOTE

Jim: I came to appreciate the culinary
arts later in life. I was in the wine
business for 17 years in Napa, and
learned a lot about the art and the
science of making good wine. I was
never really interested in cooking until
I received a copy of How to Cook the
Perfect Steak, which led to classes at the
Culinary Institute of America in Napa.
The more I studied cooking, the more
I enjoyed wine pairings.

Jim: I read the book, Die Broke,
which explains my philosophy in life:
“giving is for the living.” After I sold
my business, we created a Charitable
Remainder Trust, which very simply
meant that in addition to saving on
capital gains taxes, we were able to
make charitable donations.

Jim: Lee is too modest to add that
her book was twice a finalist in the
Faulkner Society’s writing competition.

EMILY TREIGLE (Vocal Music, 2016)

Mezzo soprano Emily Treigle was a 2021 Grand Final Winner
at the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions.

JONATHAN BATISTE (Jazz, 2004)

Jon Batiste, together with co-composers Trent Reznor and
Atticus Ross, received the 2021 Academy Award, BAFTA
Award and Golden Globe Award for Best Original Score
for the Academy Award-winning animated film Soul.

BACK ON CAMPUS 2021-22
With each year, more alumni come
home to NOCCA to teach and
work. They not only share their
expansive knowledge, but pass on
an educational heritage from their
teachers before them. They help
students to understand that they are
part of an artistic lineage. And they
bring to the classroom a special love
of NOCCA and New Orleans' culture
of creativity.

Lee: Where else do you take visitors to
high school dance recitals? Where else
do they decorate potholes?

Lee: We moved to California after
Katrina, and I missed New Orleans
so much, I wrote a novel set in New
Orleans called Sugar Blues. It was five
years in the making.

SUSANNE SCOVERN

(Drama, 1980)
Susanne Scovern has been named
a Top 25 Mass Tort Attorney
for her role in the $4.78 billion
dollar verdict against Johnson &
Johnson, the makers of Johnson's
Baby Powder, for failing to warn
that asbestos in baby powder
causes ovarian cancer. Susanne is
the Founding Partner of Scovern
Law, with offices in San Francisco
and Washington DC, and shared, "my theatre experience
and education from NOCCA has been invaluable. As an
actor we are trained to convey the life stories of a charactor.
In the courtroom, we tell the stories of our clients."

NOCCA Foundation: A warm welcome
to both of you, and thank you for your
invaluable support. We wanted to begin
this conversation by asking each of you if
you are a practitioner of any of the arts.

Greg Agid | Jazz

Rosalyn Sanders | Dance

John Michael Bradford | Jazz

Ann Schwab | Visual Arts

Marcus Brown | Visual Arts

Chris Severin | Jazz

Sarah Devlin | Media Arts

Edward Emmanuel Spots | Dance

Jessie Wightkin Gelini | Dance

Mark-Anthony Thomas | Vocal Music

Anne Gisleson | Creative Writing

Prinsey Walker | Musical Theatre

Lauren Malara | Drama

Philip Wingerter | Theatre Design

Kesha McKey | Dance

Raina Zelinski | Dance

Dominic Minix | Jazz

How have the arts influenced you?
Lee: San Francisco’s public television
station, KQED, changed my life. What
started as a volunteer job turned into
a career. This was around the time
of Sesame Street, when I saw how this
new force of education was going to
revolutionize and democratize children’s
learning. I later produced several
educational series that ran in classrooms
throughout California. After moving
to New Orleans, I became involved
with WYES and started its outreach
program. That is when I was first
introduced to NOCCA.
Jim: The arts are important in our
lives. I lose myself in art.
What is it about New Orleans as an arts
community that has captured your interest?

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

What has inspired your charitable giving?

Lee: Yes, we both reduced our
tax liability and were able to make
decisions as to how our funds could
benefit the community.
We are thrilled and grateful that you
have provided essential support to the
development of our new Alumni Network
and outreach efforts.
Lee: We were attracted to that program
because we felt the excitement of working
from the beginning on a new initiative.
Jim: We also believe than an Alumni
Network does even more than
reconnect former students who have
taken separate paths. After all, who
could better promote and tell the story
of a school that gave them the tools and
confidence to build successful careers?
As donors, what drew you to NOCCA?
Jim: “I am confident. I am capable.”
This is what NOCCA teaches its
students, which gives them an advantage.
Lee: NOCCA does a very good job
of legitimizing a career in the arts.
NOCCA tell its students, “We really
value what you’re doing, and we can
help you succeed.” I can’t imagine
New Orleans without NOCCA. It's an
extraordinary place, a beating heart.

In 1990, when Jim Meehan took
ownership of a division of an
international auditing company,
he and his wife, Lee, moved from
the San Francisco Bay Area to
New Orleans, attracted by the
city’s rich history of arts, music,
and culture. Lee quickly found
a way to contribute to her new
community -- drawing on her
experience as a public television
executive, she initiated the
community outreach program
for WYES. In the process, Lee
discovered NOCCA — when it
was still housed in an uptown
building so cramped that student
dancers were stretching out on
the stair landings. In 1999, Jim’s
business took Lee and Jim back
to San Francisco, but in 2000,
when NOCCA opened its new,
innovative riverfront campus, the
Meehans were at the forefront
of building the school’s crucial
financial support. Today, Lee and
Jim divide their time between the
Bay Area and New Orleans.
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SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENT SUCCESS PROGRAM

2019-20
# OF
AWARDS
MADE

236

# OF
STUDENTS
HELPED

206

TOTAL
AWARDED

$169,000

2020-21
251

223

$187,470

ALL AWARDS
School Year,
Summer, &
Graduate Awards

MENTAL HEALTH INITIATIVE

2019-20

2020-21

$231,700

$264,000

Tools for Wellbeing
As a regional resource, NOCCA serves over 500 students from
80 or more public, private and parochial partner schools across
16 parishes. Students are extraordinarily dedicated in pursuing
intensive arts and academic curricula, navigating exceptionally long
days coupled with transportation and scheduling constraints.
NOCCA's diverse student body also face wide-ranging challenges,
especially during COVID and post-Hurricane Ida. Reducing
barriers and providing students with equitable and timely access to
emotional and mental health care has never been more essential.
NOCCA and the NOCCA Foundation, in partnership with the
Children's Bureau of New Orleans, began the Mental Health
Clinician initiative three years ago. The program provides:
• direct clinical and crisis services,
• group work, and
• campus-wide, life-long well-being and suicide prevention
training.

Outside the Box
2021
by Eliza Hinrichs, Visual Arts Level I
Mixed media light box assemblage from
a first assigment following the reopening
of NOCCA in February 2021.

Many students consider NOCCA their home and may be
more comfortable asking for help in the school's supportive
mentor environment. As such this is one of the most important
programs the NOCCA Foundation continuously fundraises for.
It is with deep gratitude that we thank Chevron, the Kirschman
Foundation for Health and Education, and the Ferber Family
of Houma Foundation. Their funding has been invaluable
especially over the last two years. Their support has
strengthened the resilience of the full student body and helped
NOCCA provide young artists who may be facing difficult
circumstances or coping with unexpected challenges with the
love and care they need to succeed at NOCCA and beyond.
The Student Success Program is designed to:
• remove barriers and set students up for success at NOCCA by funding art and
academic supplies such as leotards, paint, show tickets, knife kits and calculators;
required private music lessons; emergency food support; quality broadband
connectivity; public transportation passes; and NOCCA's Summer Session fees;
• position students for college acceptances and scholarships by funding intensive summer study at important arts-training
programs at colleges and conservatories across America; travel to school sponsored arts competitions and unified college
auditions; and fees for AP tests, college applications, ACT reports, and college dual enrollment.
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ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE

CREATIVE WRITING

Sarah Broom

Author, educator, National Book Award Winner for The Yellow
House

Sarah Broom left students with a wealth of tools and
inspiration in an exquisite master class on writing and
her memoir about growing up in New Orleans East. "All
first drafts are terrible. The real work of writing is in the
revision. There's a challenge to making a world that the
reader can live inside."

dear nocca families & community,

NOCCA PRESIDENT & CEO

When one works at a high school, the goal is to see people grow and graduate. My first turn in
doing so was three decades ago when I was a member of the class of 1992, so it only seems fitting
that I finish my second tour of high school with the Class of 2022.
I have made the announcement to the NOCCA Board of Directors that I will be transitioning to a
new opportunity in January, 2022. During these 14 years, it has been my professional privilege to
serve students and work with the incredible group of adults here at NOCCA.
The opportunity to watch students grow is something I will miss every day. The power
and development of art by the student artists at NOCCA has been a gift and a joy that will
live in and with me for the rest of my days.

JAZZ

Jeffery Miller

Current Director of the Arts Silas Cooper will become Interim President | CEO of the
agency. I strongly support this decision by the NOCCA Board of Directors as it will
continue the high level of administrative leadership at our school.

"One of the things to learn is the importance of playing
quietly. It takes more focus. It causes you to listen to
everyone in the band, not just yourself. It teaches you better
control of your instrument," Jeffery offered to students. "We
are all trying to come into our own as artists, to find the truth
about ourselves, the world and life through music."

I have also named NOCCA Alum and current Dance Department Chair Kesha McKey
as the new Director of the Arts. Kesha will be the first NOCCA Alum to serve on the
Administrative Leadership Team at NOCCA.

Jazz trombonist, composer, educator, NOCCA and Juilliard
alumnus

VOCAL MUSIC

Joshua Stewart

Tenor, performing in American and European opera houses,
including the title role in Charlie Parker's Yardbird, NOCCA alumnus

“What music do you like?” Joshua asked Arwen, a senior
who was accepted to Juilliard. “Jazz” answered Arwen.
“Then I’d like you to take any opera song and sing it like
jazz, to take you out of that box," he explained as she
tried the technique. “I’m hearing something lighter now.
As classical singers, we are our own trumpet players. We
have to vocalize well. The audience is looking for you
specifically. If you practice it as jazz, your range will keep
growing. Pieces of who you will blend in.”

VISUAL ARTS

Matthew Hales

Virtual Reality Designer, VP Immersive
Technology, TurboSquid

"Initial ideas can be wrong and unworkable
in developing a virtual world that seems
real. You want to encounter what needs
to be fixed as soon as possible before
secondary work such as coloring and
decorating has been done," Matthew
explained as he taught students to
prototype rapidly their virtual worlds.

Both of these talented individuals will be outstanding. Silas is a career artist and educator
who is a Louisiana native that cares deeply about NOCCA. He has been a faculty member,
department chair, board member, Director of the Arts, and a NOCCA parent; and has led
from every seat. Kesha has been a leading voice on campus for years, all the way back to her
days as a student. She is an artist, nationally recognized choreographer, educator, leader,
and champion of the possible in every student. Her title will now just match the voice and
vision she has brought to the work for years. They are both incredible leaders and will
provide continuity to the work of this incredible school.
The NOCCA of 2021-2022 looks different from the one I walked into 14 years ago. More
students, more programs, a diploma, and a legacy of student success at and beyond NOCCA.
I am humbled to have played my part in the stewardship and leadership of this extraordinary
place. Shakespeare wrote that “all the world’s a stage and all (people) merely players; they have
their exits and entrances.” My exit will allow for another entrance. May they love this place the
way I did and may it love them back. It is a place that I will continue to remain committed and
connected to across my lifetime.
I am forever changed by my time at NOCCA. My hero Paul Robeson once stated that,
“As an artist I come to sing, but as a citizen, I will always speak . . . and no one can silence
me in this.” I experience many feelings as I leave, but also, I know this is the time. It
is my time to be a citizen working on other projects and in different directions. I am
finishing my PhD in Public Policy at the Southern University Nelson Mandela School of
Government. That study in public policy reignited in me the desire to work on the issues
of cities and government. When presented with the chance to do so with the Government
Finance Officers Association (GFOA), I could not pass up the opportunity. My family
and I get to live in New Orleans and Louisiana; but I also get to expand my work at the
national level in governmental policy, teaching, finance, and education. I love NOCCA
and plan to continue to support the school, just from a different seat.
In service and gratitude,
KYLE WEDBERG
PRESIDENT & CEO
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Class of 2021 College Scholarship
and Grant Offers

OF NOTE

Melvin Nimtz was
named to the Herbie
Hancock Institute's 2021
National Peer-to-Peer
All-Star Jazz Septet,
comprising seven of the
most gifted performing
arts high school jazz
students in the country.

Media Arts Vinyl
Record Release
Media Arts has released MARS III WILL ANYTHING EVER BE THE SAME,
its third LP showcase spanning many
genres.

Total
Scholarships &
Grants Offered

Per Student
Average Offer

Total Enrollment

$34 Million*

$246,000

Only Academic
Studio students (fullday academics & arts)

$17 Million

$293,000

$17 Million

$213,000

$13.2 Million

$290,800

Only half-day arts
students
Only NOCCA
Foundation Student
Success recipients

* Graduates were offered $29 million in scholarships and $5
million in grants; 98% of 2021 graduates are pursuing college
while 2% are directly pursuing an arts career.

Look for it at NOCCAMarketplace.com.

National and Regional Awards
Students won awards this year in the following prestigious national and regional competitions:
■ Javier Castellon (Media Arts 2021), I'Maya Gibbs (Drama 2020), Dontrel Mitchell (Media Arts 2020), and
Kamryn Roane (Musical Theatre 2020) were recognized as Posse Foundation Program Scholars.
■ 23 students received national honors and Gold Key recognition in the Scholastic Arts and Writing Competition
in 2020 and 2021.
■ Jhett McAdams (Media Arts Level II), won Outstanding Recording for Engineered Studio Recording Performing
Arts High School as selected by the 43nd Annual Downbeat Student Music Awards.
■ Lauren Albano (Vocal IV) won 2021 National Association of Teachers of Singing National Auditions First Place.

Creative Writing's Umbra
NOCCA's annual student literary magazine, Umbra, is
released online this year. The collection features poetry,
fiction and non-fiction edited by Level III students.
Find Umbra at umbralitmag.com.

Seed of Hope
Violet Bucaro, Creative Writing, Level II

When the flow of your words is
restricted
by the movement of your mouth,
Grasp the seed of hope
in the palm of your hand, and your
Roots will begin to ground you.

Drop Me Off In Harlem

In February 2020, right before the start of the pandemic, NOCCA's Black Culture Club presented Drop Me Off in Harlem,
celebrating the work of Black artists from the 1920's to the present. The last artist's work to be showcased was that of Ellis
Marsalis, who attended and received special recognition by students as an artist, educator and inspiration to them.

Self-portraits by Visual Arts students Khalil McKnight, Ella
Stouse, and Jeriel Severino de la Rosa.
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ANNUAL REPORT

FOUNDATION FINANCIALS
The NOCCA Foundation's 2021 fiscal year ran
from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021. Elsewhere
in Aspirations, you'll find the story of those 12
months told by students, faculty, alumni, and
other members of the NOCCA family. On this
page and the next, however, you'll see that story
told in numbers.
We start below with budget numbers from the
NOCCA Foundation. A few of the things you'll
notice here are:

Although faculty extensively used visiting artists in
their classrooms during the 2020-21 school year,
expenditures for our Artists-in-Residence program
were lower than usual. That's because artists offered
their master classes and lecture/demonstrations
virtually, which lowered costs.

Demand continues to grow for assistance from the
Foundation's Student Success program. (That's the
program that pays for supplies students need to

BY THE NUMBERS
Here are some more highlights from the NOCCA Foundation's most recent fiscal year. Please note
that all budget figures for 2020-2021 are estimates as of press time.

The NOCCA Foundation assisted 41% of NOCCA's student body via the
Student Success Program in 2020-21.

study at NOCCA, helps them with school organized
travel to college auditions and competitions, and
sends them to summer training programs across
the country.) In just five years, the Student Success
budget has grown by roughly $70,000.

During the 2020-21 school year, 72 visiting artists conducted 83 residencies
for NOCCA's students versus 86 artists conducting 117 residencies in 201920. And although nearly everyone prefers in-person learning to virtual classes,
the streaming technology we've become accustomed to during the pandemic
has made it easier to artists to share their work and perspectives with NOCCA's
young artists.

A significant portion of the Foundation's budget is
dedicated to maintaining and improving the Chevron
Forum campus expansion and paying off the $8.6
million bond balance on the building. This important
facility gives NOCCA students -- especially those in
Culinary Arts and the all-day Academic Studio program
-- a place to learn, explore, and grow using industry-

The class of 2021 received just under $150,000 in Student Success
support during their time at NOCCA. They were offered a record $13.2
million in college scholarships and grants. Ninety-seven percent of seniors
who received Student Success Aid were going on to college, with three
percent directly pursuing an arts career.

standard equipment.
EXPENSES
Facility debt service and maintenance $1,049,820
Administrative Operations		

$500,419

Student Success program &
Home for the holidays		

$361,611

Public programs

$257,329

Fundraising and events 			

$185,078

Mental health clinician 			

$68,408

Alumni outreach 			

$47,951

Artists-in-Residence program 		

$46,118

Other 					$44,764
Department support 			

$38,834

Student transportation aid 		

$30,565

NOCCA administration support

$12,674

Academic planning/assessment

$3,554

TOTAL 				$2,647,126

Carnival parades were cancelled in 2021, but king cakes lived on! Thanks
to a partnership with Chef Steve Himelfarb and Cake Cafe, NOCCA's
Culinary Arts chair, Chef Dana D'A nzi and an alumni-heavy staff turned
out 3,725 king cakes during Carnival! In 2022, look for our tasty treats at
King Cake Hub, in the NOCCA Marketplace, and in other locations.

INCOME

As in previous years, most of the Foundation's revenue in FY21 came from
three sources:
• Contributions from individuals, foundations, and corporations (33%);
• Restricted gifts that we draw on year by year (30%); and,
• Earned income from facility rentals, classes for adults and retail sales
(26%).
The rest came from grants from government arts and culture agencies (7%),
investment income (2%), and in-kind donations (1%).
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THANK YOU

CAPITAL EXPANSION
Emeril Lagasse Foundation
The Solomon Family
Freeport McMoRan Foundation
James P. Raymond Foundation
The Selley Foundation
Richard Adkerson Family Foundation
Courtney Erin
Anonymous
Hancock Whitney
Jaeger Foundation
Sally Perry
David & Nikki Rubenstein
Timothy Slater

STUDENT SUCCESS PROGRAM
Ms. Lauren Daigle, The Price Fund
of the Community Foundation of
Middle Tennessee
Daniel Price Memorial Fund for
Aspiring Artists
Holt Family Foundation
Entergy Charitable Foundation
Bentson Foundation
Give NOLA Day
Chevron
Emeril Lagasse Foundation/Wine
Spectator Scholarship Foundation
Alden and Margaret Laborde
Foundation
Nathan and Priscilla Gordon
Foundation
Allen Eskew Fund
Boatner Reily Family Fund
Elizabeth & William Reily
Disney
Morgan Stanley
Dr. Ellen Golodner
Nina Dhurandhar Fund

Estate of Lynette Stilwell
Walker Robert Memorial Fund for
Classical Instrumental Students
Melinda Sothern, Ph.D.
Van der Linden Family Fund
Rebecca & Matthew Schwarz
Enterprise Holding Foundation
Danny Gottsegen Fund for NOCCA
Leonie Davis Rothschild Endowed
Fund
The Patrick and Phyllis M. Taylor Fund
MENTAL HEALTH CLINICIAN
Chevron
Ferber Family of Houma Foundation
Kirschman Foundation for Health and
Education
THE GARDENS
Gustaf Westfeldt McIlhenny
Family Foundation
Kingsley F. Jack in Memory of
Randolph Tucker Fitzhugh
Garden Study Club of New Orleans

ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE
The Helis Foundation
New Orleans Theatre Association
Holt Family Foundation
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Festival Foundation
Emeril Lagasse Foundation/Wine
Spectator Scholarship Foundation
Melinda Sothern, Ph.D.
Nathan and Priscilla Gordon
Foundation
Whitney Stewart & Hans Andersson
Van der Linden Family Foundation

DEPARTMENT, EQUIPMENT &
PROJECT SUPPORT
Chevron
Emeril Lagasse Foundation/Chef
Cardi Mortimer Fund
Emeril Lagasse Foundation/Wine
Spectator Scholarship Fund
Michelle Daigle
James Joseph/Big Brown
Reaching Back Fund
Revelry Labs, Jennifer Baldwin
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 2020
Televised & streamed concert
benefitting the Daniel Price
Memorial Fund for Aspiring
Artists
The Meraux Foundation
WDSU
Gia Maione Prima Foundation
Elephant Quilt Productions
Gregory Holt & Lucy Burnett
Lionel Hampton Fund
Rouses Enterprises, LLC

ACADEMIC STUDIO
Chevron
ALUMNI NETWORK
Lee & Jim Meehan
MARY-KATE and TOM TEWS
FUND - Library & NOCCA
Administrative Support

Linda & Neil H. Baum
Ella & Manny Bright
Jennifer Brown, Marvin K. Brown
Auto Center
Crescent Bank and Trust |Solomon
Family
Kay Culver
Denise & Bruce Germer
Nathan and Priscilla Gordon
Foundation
John Routenberg
Kathy & Steve Price
Joyce M. Schenewerk
Weill Consulting Group, LLC
Luis Colmaneres
Kelly Harte Petre
Seven Three Distilling
Tabasco Brand Pepper Sauce
Times Picayune|New Orleans
Advocate

Jackson

With gratitude, we acknowledge
the major support and dedication
to educational and artistic
excellence at NOCCA by donors
during 2019-21.
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FRIENDS OF NOCCA
With gratitude we
acknowledge our Friends'
support and dedication
to educational and artistic
excellence over the past two
years. We apologize for any
errors or ommisions.

2019-20 FRIENDS OF
NOCCA
$100 and above
as of June 30, 2020

$10,000 +
Arts Council of New Orleans
Anonymous
Baton Rouge Area Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Coughlin Saunders Foundation
Louisiana Division of the Arts
Pro Bono Publico Foundation
Pamela & Warner Williams
$5,000 +
Cahn Family Foundation
Jenny & Bob Kottler
Louisiana Division of the Arts
CARES
Josephine Sacabo, Luna Press
$2,000 +
Jack C. Benjamin III

Linda Dawson
Wilfred M. Kullman
David Little
James Monroe
Roger Ogden
Reily Foods Company,
Elizabeth & William Reily
Brian Rotolo
Madalyn & Robert Schenk
Sallly Shushan
Michael Wilkinson
Emily Wolfe
1974 Club
Anne & PB Candies
Shirley Trusty Corey
William A. Fagaly
Janel & Eric Gray
Anne Elizabeth Hull
Kathy & Lee Randall
Boo & Clayton Randle
Joyce L. Schenewerk
Sally Perry & Oley Sassone
$1,000 +
Buddy Boe
R. Carey Bond
Marion Bright
Ella Bright
Edgar Bright
Dennis Courtier
Richard D. Courtney

Milly & George Denegre
Honora Dunham
John A. Frazee
Denise & Bruce Germer
Chris Gifford
Elizabeth Hunter Honeyman
Peter S. Howard
Tricia & Richard Kirschman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lorio
Edward C. Mathes
Hope Meyer
Louise H. Moffett Family
Foundation
Cynthia Molyneux
Stephen Murray
Calista Hunter Nicholson
Harrell Hunter Scarcello
Michael Schneider
Laura & John A. Sillars
Eli W. Tullis
Sarah & Thomas Usdin
$500 +
Leonard Alsfeld
Carroll Jean Anderson
Seth Bloom
Edana D'Anzi
Dana Douglas
J. Ollie Edmunds Jr.
Annette Figueroa
Kimberly Fontan
David Friedler

Jack C. Benjamin
Arthur B. Monroe Family Fund
Robert Arthur LeBlanc
Crystal LeBlond
Charles Levy
Diana Lewis
Michael J. Mestayer
Gregory M. Morey
Roger Ogden
Ronald Poticha
Siobhan Courtney Rausch
Ann Schmuelling
Richard Wilkof
J. Nilas Young
Mary K. Zervigon
Burkendale Foundation
$250 +
Lee Adler
Jeanne Long Brooks
David S. Center
Lynn Dicharry
James Donelon
Nina Dhurandhar
Anne Fitz-Hugh
Norma Freiberg
Joanna Giorlando
Holly & Kirk Groh
Daniel Hammer
David C. Hecht
Robert Hunter
Fred M. Hunter

Hutchinson Charitable Fund
Hans A. B. Jonassen
Claudia Kelleher
Rachel & Arnold Kirschman
Tamara Kreinin
Lynda Marshall & Susan Guidroz
Ashly McCord
William Mimeles
Michelle B. Moore
Polly Renwick
Peter S. Rogers
Milton Seiler
Andrea Skehan
Richard Stout
Rachel Swan
Donna Taylor
W. Howard Thompson
Michelle & Kyle Wedberg
Claire Whitehurst
$100 +
Robert Andry
Angela Elizabeth Balkcom
Michelle Baralt
Sheryl A. Barden
N. Buckner Barkley
Gayle Benson
Elizabeth Benton
Ted Bloch
Seth Bloom
Shelley Boudreaux
Pamela Bradley

Phelan Bright
Judith & Daniel Britt
Cheron Brylski
Richard Buckman
Ronald Burns
Robert Caplan
Joy Cohen
Arthur A. Crais
Dean Curtis
Rachel Davis
Meghan Donelon
James Kelton Dumont
Lin Emery
Dinah and Chris Erickson
Elenore & Ian Falshaw
Sybil M. and D. Blair Favrot
Lawrence P. Ferguson
Wilmer Freiberg
Donna C Giffin
Josh Giffin
Catherine Giroir
Timothy Gold
James Gulotta
Bill Haines
Maurice Handelman
Edward Heller
Michael Herman
Beth P. Hershberg
Robert Hoffman
Barbara Holmstrom
Gregory Holt
William Howard

Jonathan Hunter
William J. Hurley
Bernard Jaffe
Molly Jahnke
Raymond Jeandron
Mary Jacobs Jones
Susan Kantrow
Lisa Karlin
Richard Karlin
Morton Katz
Claudia Kelleher
Leslie Kiyanfar
Tom Kliebert
Jane Kohlmann
William Kohlmann
Zachary Kupperman
Edward Lazarus
Daniel LeBlanc
Rene Lehmann
Lisa R. Lupin
Barbara Mack
Benjamin Maddocks
Joel T. Mague
Robert Manard
Lynda Marshall
Michael Marsiglia
Robert Mazur
Thomas J. McGoey
Chris Meyer
Jennifer J. Molina
Stephen Murray
Arthur Nead

Garroch Neil
Vicky Neumeyer
Biljana Obradovic
Robert L. Perez
Carolyn J. Perry
Glennadora Perry
Daniel M. Potrepka
Bill Reinehr
Caleb Roberts
Maurice L. Rouen
Ed and Freddie Roufa
Rosemary G. Ryan
Craig Sanders
John C. Scharfenberg
Kate Scheuermann
Kristin Shannon
Andrea Skehan
Barry Smith
Monica Wegmann Smith
Stephen L. and Caroline W.
Sontheimer Fund
Susan G. Talley
Nia K. Terezakis
Lizbeth Turner
Priya Velu
Benjamin Walker
Robert Weilbaecher
David Wessel
James White
John C. Williams
Jerome Winsberg
Nell & Robert E. Young
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FRIENDS OF NOCCA

2020-21 FRIENDS OF
NOCCA
Gifts as of June 30, 2021

$10,000 +
Arts Council of New Orleans
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Ella West Freeman Foundation
Goldring Family Foundation
Keller Family Foundation
Louisiana Division of the Arts
Pro Bono Publico Foundation
RosaMary Foundation
Joyce Schenewerk
Standard Mortgage Corporation
$5,000 +
Anonymous
Bright Family Fund
Cahn Family Foundation
James Monroe
Elizabeth Reily
$2,000 +
Bourbon Street Award Foundation
Jeanne Brooks
Milly & George Denegre
Anne Hull
Pamela & Warner Williams
Robert Schenk
Sally Shushan

Stephen Stryjewski & Janine Guzzo
Sarah & Tommy Usdin
1974 Club
Anne & Paul Candies
Shirley Trusty Corey
Janel & Eric Gray
Tricia & Richard Kirschman
Gregory Morey
Kathy & Lee Randall
Joyce M. Schenewerk
$1,000 +
Jennifer & Jack Benjamin
Buddy Boe
Dennis Courtier
Arthur Crais
Entergy Corporation
Matching Gift Program
William Fagaly
Kimberly Fontan
John Frazee
Juan Gershanik
Meryt Harding
International Matex Tank
Terminals
J. Edgar Monroe Foundation
Wilfred Kullman
LABO Charitable Fund
David Little
Edward Mathes

Brooke & Eric Meltzer
Suzanne & Michael Mestayer
Tod Morse
Nathan & Priscilla Gordon Fdtn
William Netter
Sean Reilly
River Birch LLC
Brian Rotolo
Josephine Sacabo
Shlenker Family Foundation
Toby Luster Hazen Fund
Turmil LLC
$500 +
Arthur B. Monroe Family Fund
Henry Bernstein
Seth Bloom
David Bodoff
Jane Boettcher
Richard Buckman
Burkedale Foundation
Rochelle & Philip D'Arcangelo
Eustis Mortgage Corporation
J. Ollie Edmunds Jr.
GrandPre's
Shanekah Johnson
Michael Kearney
Gary Lorio
Dawn Luquet-Smith
Cammie Mayer
Jennifer Molina

Kathleen Murphy
C. G. Norwood Jr.
Mark Probst
Bonnie Raitt
Mark Richard
Tia Roddy
Kathy Rush
Charles Sanders
Ann Schmuelling
Michael Schneider
Laura & John Sillars
Celia & Steve Trusler
Richard Wilkof
Carlos Zervigon
Mary Zervigon
$250 +
Bridget Anderson
Gregory Augarten
James Babst
Courtney Jean Bailey
Basics Underneath Fine
Lingerie | Swim and Gym
Nelson Boles
Shelley Boudreaux
Mark Cortale
Design the Planet
Digital Media Ghost
James Donelon
Anne Fitz-Hugh
Helene Florence

Norma Freiberg
Emmet Geary
Greater New Orleans
Foundation
Daniel Hammer
Calvin Mackie
Virginia Merritt
William Mimeles
Deborah Moench
Sindhu Pandit
Andrew Plauche
Kimberley Privor
Caleb Roberts
Robertson Wealth Advisors, LLC
Peter Roy
Peter Sloss
Andrea Skehan
Southern Glazer's
Wine & Spirits
Donna Taylor
W. Howard Thompson
Hannah Timmons
Karen Walk-Geisert
Grant Walker
Richard Wilkof
Cassandra Youmans
$100 +
Holly Abbott
Robert Andry
Robert Applebaum

John Arthurs
Ella Bright Baldwin
Angela Balkcom
Sheryl Barden
Paul Barron
Carl Basler
Howard Bautsch
Elizabeth Benton
Jane Bertrand
Keith Blackman
Ted Bloch III
Angelle Bommarito
Mary Bonfanti
Susan Bowling
Pamela Bradley
Phelan Bright
Judith & Daniel Britt
Diane Brown
Kelly Buras
Aden Burka
Bryan Burkey
Burns Management Group
Trey Burvant
Robert Caplan
Sharon Cassiere
Lisa Cates
Joy Cohen
Ronald Combe
Phyllis Lawton Cosentino
J. Michael Cutshaw
Dean Curtis

Linda Dawson
Lynn Dicharry
Nicole Draeger
James Dumont
Dupuy Storage &
Forwarding Corp
Ian Falshaw
Timothy Faul
Pat Flanagan
Gary Fleming
Myra Foster
Paul Frank
Michele Frye
Josh Giffin
Kirk Groh
Terrie Guerin
Susan Gundlach
Bill Haines
Flora Radding Hearst
Frederic Henderson
Fred Herman
Michael Herman
Hunter Hill
Shane Hodgson
Thomas Houghton
Jonathan Hunter
Bernard Jaffe
Keith Jarrett
Lakisha Jefferson
John C. Williams Architects, LLC
Aiasha Walker-Johnson

Susan Kantrow
Neal Kaye
Rachel Kirschman
Cyrus Kiyanfar
Joanne Scarnato Kobrock
Jane Kohlmann
William Kohlmann
Jenny Kottler
James Landis
Daniel & Robèrt LeBlanc
David & Mary Cosper LeBoeuf
Seth Levine
Juan Lizarraga
Jennifer Longfield
Louis Lustenberger
Benjamin Maddocks
Joel Mague
Robert Manard
Kathleen Mancheski
Jane McNulty
Kirk Menard
Pam Meredith
Mark Moody
Marianne Mumford
Stephen Murray
Arthur Nead
William Oakland
Biljana Obradovic
Perla Orihuela
Carin Parsons
(continued)
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FRIENDS OF NOCCA
Carolyn Perry
Julie Pfeffer
Dorothy Phillips
Andrew Plauche
Larry Roedel
Maurice Rouen
Rosemary Ryan
Brian Sands
John Scharfenberg
Kate Scheuermann
Kristin Shannon
Naomi Shibles
Solomon Group
Stephen Sontheimer
Richard Stout
Sybil M. & D. Blair Favrot
Family Fund
Nia Terezakis
W. Howard Thompson
Jefferson Turner
Usdin Weil Foundation
Paul Varisco Jr.
Wayne Weathersby
Michelle & Kyle Wedberg
Paul Werner
Ellen Piglia White
Cat Wilkinson
Elizabeth Williams
Marie Wolf
William Wright

Nell & Robert Young
J. Nilas Young

IN MEMORY
2019 - 2021
In memory of Bert Braud
Shirley Trusty Corey
Stephen Masakowski
In memory of Kendall Daigle
Lisa Karlin
Richard Karlin
In loving memory of NOCCA
Foundation Board Member
Bill Fagaly
In memory of Randolph
Tucker Fitzhugh
Kinglsey F. Jack
In memory of Danny
Gottsegen
Clare Gottsegen
In memory of Helen Mervis
William Mervis
In memory of Dr. Henry Randle
Jenny Kottler

In memory of Bunnie Hunter
Fred Hunter
Elizabeth Hunter Honeyman
Fred M. Hunter
Robert Hunter
Calista Hunter Nicholson
Harrell Hunter Scarecello
Lynda R. Charfoos
Elizabeth H. Maury
Allen Rothfeder
In memory of Ellis Marsalis, Jr.
Sheryl A. Barden
Shirley Trusty Corey
Elizabeth McMillan
Daniel M. Potrepka
In memory of Gayden Walker
Robert, Classical Instrumental
Music ('05)
Jan & A. Gayden Robert
Monica Smith
Ashley Carpenter
Pat Casey
Helen Curran
Peggy DesJardins
A. Gayden Robert
Terry Turner

In memory of Rick Skelding
David Farwell
Ann Kern
Benjamin Middleberg
C.G. Norwood Jr.
Andy Polmer
In memory of Willa Slater
Ms. Elinor Heller
In memory of Kris Sorant
Alexa J. Sorant
In memory of Sylvia Stern
Ted Bloch III, M.D.
In memory of Louis A. Wilson
Ina Davis
IN HONOR
2019-2021
In honor of Deborah Amann
Van Der Linden Family
Foundation
In honor of Jack C. Benjamin
Jan Benjamin
In honor of Shirley Trusty Corey
Norma Freiberg

In honor of Vicky Neumeyer
Susan G. Talley
In honor of Sally Perry
Mrs. Glennadora Perry
In honor of Molly Reily
Peter Rogers
In honor of Rose Moye
Julie Anderson
Holly & Matthew Cassin
Rachel & Allegra DaPuzzo
Lara K. Forstmann
Mia Karish
Zoe Khayatt
Lucinda McCall
Susan McKee
Leslie & Joe Meyer
Kathy Morrissy
Stefanie Offit
Samantha Packard
Robert Rubenstein
Debbie Salce
Ted Seides
Susan Sleeper
Craig Stapleton
Leigh Teixeira
Jill Weiner

In honor of Sally Shushan
Emmet Geary

GRADUATE AWARDS

The following gifts of $250+ supported
awards to graduating seniors in 2020 and
2021.
ASCAP Foundation Louis Prima Award
presented by Mrs. Gia Prima
ASCAP Foundation &
Gia Maione Prima Foundation
Blodie Entertainment Scholarships
Blodie Entertainment
Corey & David Rittvo Award of Excellence
in Culinary Arts
Corey & David Rittvo
The Lisa Marie Catalanello Memorial
Scholarship for Visual Arts
Mr. & Mrs. William Catalanello
Donna Giffin
George Hebert
Daniel Price Memorial Scholarship For
Aspiring Artists
Daniel Price Memorial Fund
Carroll Jean Anderson
Neil H. Baum
Shannon Bishop

Michael L. Champagne
Kay Culver
Philip Dowley
Laurence Durante
Ilsa T. Egan
Raymond & Marja Falk
Robert Ferris
Nepenthe Fong
Gigi & Kyle Graffagnini
Jeanne Hillary
William Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Ingold
Courtney Katzenstein
Tricia & Rick Kirschman
Jim Lilly
Michael Maddox
Thomas N. Makris
Monique & Robert McClesky
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. McNulty
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Moses
Martha Murphy
Art Murray
Andrew Orestano
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Plauché
Kathry & Steve F. Price
Siobhan Courtney Rausch
Eduardo Rodriguez
Charles Ross
Dr. Ryan Rubin
Joyce Schenewerk
Susan Shackelford
Sally Shushan
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Ellen H. Golodner M.D. Jelly Roll to Jam
Scholarship in Jazz
Ellen Golodner
Emeril Lagasse Foundation Senior Award
Presented in Partnership with The Wine
Spectator Scholarship Foundation
Emeril Lagasse Foundation
Freda M. Lupin Outstanding Graduate
Award in Musical Theatre
Freda M. Lupin Memorial Fund
Gia Maione Prima Foundation Award in
Visual Arts, Theatre and Jazz
Gia Maione Prima Foundation
Glennadora & James H. Perry Outstanding
Graduate Award in Vocal Music
Sally Perry
Greg Freidler Award in Photography
Gerald Freidler
David Friedler
Helen A. Mervis Award for Artistic
Achievement and Community Service
NOCCA Foundation
Hurst Recordings Award for Outstanding
Accomplishment in Audio Production
Christoph Andersson
Hurst and Helen Hill Memorial Award for
Outstanding Accomplishment in Video
Production
Whitney Stewart & Hans Andersson

Ingram Lee Foundation Scholarship in
Culinary Arts
Ingram Lee Foundation
John August Otte Memorial Award in
Visual Arts
John A. Otte Memorial Fund

Rotary Club Scholarships
New Orleans Rotary Club
Rose Jackson Moye Award for Excellence
in Dance
Greenwich Country Day School Parents

Joseph M. Simon Award in Jazz
Joe W. and Dorothy D. Brown Foundation

Seth Daniel P Memorial Scholarship
Arlene & Ron Poticha
Seth Daniel P Memorial Fund

Kuumba-Keener Outstanding Graduate
Award in Drama
NOCCA Foundation

Solomon Group Outstanding Graduate
Award in Theatre Design
Solomon Group

Lee & Kathy Randall Outstanding
Graduate Award in Creative Writing
Kathy & Lee Randall

Terri Bartlett Scholarships in Drama
Denise Germer

Madalyn & Robert Schenk Outstanding
Graduate Award in Theatre Design
Madalyn & Robert Schenk
Make It Funky! Outstanding Graduate
Award in Jazz
Make It Funky! film producers
Milly & George Denegre Outstanding
Graduate Award in Dance
Milly & George Denegre
Moses Hogan Outstanding Award in
Classical Music in Memory of Willa Slater
Brooke & Eric Meltzer
Nathan & Priscilla Gordon Award in Jazz
Nathan & Priscilla Gordon Foundation
President Honors
Michelle & Kyle Wedberg

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Historic New Orleans Collection
King Cake Hub
Langenstein's
The New Orleans Advocate
New Orleans Cake Cafe
New Orleans Ballet Association
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival
and Foundation
New Orleans Museum of Art
New Orleans Opera Association
New Orleans Saints and Pelicans
Parkway Partners
Sprout NOLA
Tennessee Williams/New Orleans Literary
Festival
WWOZ

TICKETS:

NOCCAFOUNDATION.ORG/HOLIDAYS

TITLE SPONSOR
James P. Raymond Jr.
Foundation

MEDIA SPONSOR
The New Orleans Advocate
WDSU
RAFFLE SPONSORS
Hancock Whitney

GALA SPONSOR
The Meraux Foundation

VARIETY SHOW SPONSORS
Ajax Holdings
Jeannette & Ben Jaffe,
Preservation Jazz Hall
Emily & Scott Wolfe

ART OF THE FEAST
SPONSOR
Link Restaurant Group
Pam & Warner Williams

king cakes • january 6 - 26, 2022
King Cake Hub
MORE INFO: NOCCAMARKETPLACE.COM

NOCCA Foundation's Development Manager Sharyn Booker
and Executive Director Sally Perry with Anne Raymond.

With great thanks to our online ART&SOUL 2020 and 2021 Art of the Feast sponsors, especially
during the pandemic. See you Saturday, March 19 for Art&Soul 2022!

AUCTION SPONSORS
The Candies Family
Gregory Holt & Lucy Burnett
The Lupin Foundation
Stephen Stryjewski
& Janine Guzzo

CALENDAR

home for the holidays • december 22, 2021
House of Blues

Art&Soul Chairs Scott James and Greg Morey with artist
and NOCCA faculty member Keith Perelli.

NOCCA parents Dianne &
Joe Ricks

STARRING ROLE SPONSORS
Denise & Bruce Germer
Ana & Juan Gershanik
The Helis Foundation
MCC Real Estate Group
Josephine Sacabo
Tom & Mary-Kate Tews Fund

NOCCA Foundation Secretary Gregory
Holt with President Sally Shushan and
Ralph Brennan

Jeff Strout, St. Charles Avenue Magazine

Laure & Mark Starring
Lisa Williams
Michael Wischmeyer
Amy Yildizli

CHORUS LINE
Billy & Gigi Burk
Milly & George Denegre
Janel & Eric Gray
Jones Walker LLP
Mark B. Kline
Levy & Associates
Joey & Enola Richard
Rotary Club of the West Bank
Sterling Computers
Sarah Newell Usdin & Tommy Usdin
ART OF THE FEAST TABLE SPONSORS
Suzie & Ted Bloch
Susan & Ralph Brennan
Gregory Holt & Lucy Burnett
IBERIABANK | First Horizon
Greg Morey & Scott James
Mark B. Kline
Jenny & Bob Kottler
Levelset
Joyce Schenewerk
Christina Wysocki & Maury Herman

Alumna and NOCCA Foundation Vice
President Shanekah Johnson with
husband Johmyrin Johnson
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NOCCA students' journey start with you.

RENTALS

Join our mailing list at NOCCAFoundation.org
We welcome your donations in any of the
following ways:

Jackson Hill

Online at NOCCAFoundation.org/Aspirations
By Phone: 504-940-2900
Or throught gifts that enable tax benefits including:
• Gifts from an IRA for those over 71 years of age
• Gifts of appreciated stock
• Gift from a Donor Advised Fund
• Real estate or other property

Come together for good!

Jackson Hill

• Planned giving

By check or credit card:
Gift amount:

□ $50
□ $100

Rentals by the NOCCA Foundation

□ $250
□ $500

□ $1,000
□ Other $

My gift will be:
A recurring monthly gift
A one-time gift

□
□

Browse our selection of indoor and outdoor venues,
request a quote for your next event, and book a tour by
visiting:

□ Check, enclosed and made payable to the NOCCA
Foundation
□ Credit card; please charge my Visa ___ MC ___ or

NOCCAFoundationRentals.org

Am Ex ___

Or contact us directly at:

Card Number		

rentals@noccafoundation.org
504-940-2808

Expiration

CVV

Name
(as it should appear in print)
Street/Apt.
Jackson Hill

When you host a wedding, company meeting, or other
event at NOCCA, you make a difference in the lives
and training of Louisiana's most creative young people.
Your support helps the NOCCA Foundation provide
things like:
• Visiting artists in NOCCA's classrooms;
• Financial assistance for students who need supplies
for their training; or
• Purchases of new equipment, so that students train
on industry-standard technology;

Please contact us at 504-940-2900 for details and
transfer instructions.

City/State/Zip
Phone
Email
I make this gift in honor/in memory of (circle one):
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NOCCA graduates received $29 million in scholarship offers and $5 million
in grants from over 200 colleges across the country in 2021.
With special thanks for
program leadership to:

Emeril Lagasse
Foundation
Lauren Daigle, The Price
Fund
Solomon Family
Meraux Foundation
James P. Raymond Jr.
Foundation
Chevron
Freeport McMoRan Foundation
& Richard C. Adkerson Family
Foundation
Holt Family Foundation
The Helis Foundation
Daniel Price Memorial Fund for
Aspiring Artists
The Selley Foundation
Entergy

"Israel" by Stephanie Blakely, Visual Arts IV

